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Research on Cultivating Students’ Critical Thinking Abilities in High School History Teaching
Xi Liang

Tai’an County Senior High School, Anshan City, Liaoning Province 114100

Abstract: In today’s field of education, cultivating students’ critical thinking abilities has become one of the core goals of educational reform.
Critical thinking abilities, namely the abilities of critical thinking and creative thinking, are of vital importance to students’ all-round devel-
opment. In high school history teaching, the cultivation of this ability is particularly crucial because the history discipline provides abundant
materials that enable students to develop their independent thinking and judgment abilities through analyzing and discussing historical events.
Through a review of relevant literature, this paper analyzes the importance of critical thinking abilities in history teaching and explores the cur-
rent situation of cultivating critical thinking abilities in high school history teaching. The research findings show that although the cultivation of
critical thinking abilities is theoretically emphasized, it still faces many challenges in actual teaching, such as the singularity of teaching meth-
ods, insufficient student participation, and the limitations of the evaluation system. In response to these problems, this paper proposes a series of
innovative teaching strategies, including problem-based learning, case studies, debates and discussions and interdisciplinary learning, aiming to
stimulate students’ curiosity and desire for exploration through diversified teaching activities and promote the development of their critical think-
ing abilities.
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