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Abstract: With the continuous renewal of educational concepts and the continuous innovation of teaching methods, mind mapping, as 

an effective learning tool, has gradually shown unique advantages and values in primary school English teaching. This paper deeply 

discusses the application of mind mapping in primary school English teaching, including its positive impacts on students’ vocabulary 

memory, reading comprehension, writing expression, and comprehensive language application abilities. It also analyzes the existing 

problems in current applications and proposes corresponding improvement strategies. Through the research on actual teaching cases and 

theoretical analysis, it aims to provide practical teaching suggestions for primary school English teachers to promote the improvement of 

primary school English teaching quality.
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1 Introduction
In today’s era of globalization, English, as an international common language, is increasingly important. The primary school stage 

is a critical period for students’ language learning. How to improve the quality of primary school English teaching, stimulate students’ 

learning interests, and cultivate students’ comprehensive language application abilities has become the focus of attention of educators. 

Mind mapping, as a visualized thinking tool, can help students sort out knowledge structures, improve memory efficiency, and cultivate 

innovative thinking, and has broad application prospects in primary school English teaching.

2 Theoretical Basis of Mind Mapping

2.1 Concept of Mind Mapping

Mind mapping was invented by British psychologist Tony Buzan in the 1960s as a radioactive thinking method. It takes a central 

theme as the core and connects branches at all levels related to the theme through elements such as lines, graphics, and colors to form a 

knowledge network with distinct levels and clear structures.

2.2 Characteristics of Mind Mapping

Visualization: Presenting abstract thinking processes in an intuitive graphical form for easy understanding and memory by students.

Radioactivity: Diverging from a central theme to all directions to stimulate students’ associations and creativity.

Hierarchy: Reflecting the hierarchical relationship of knowledge through different levels of branch structures to help students build 

a knowledge system.

Rich colors: Using multiple colors to distinguish different branches and contents to enhance visual effects and improve students’ 

learning interests.

2.3 Theoretical Basis of Mind Mapping

Brain science theory: The human brain is divided into two hemispheres. The left hemisphere is mainly responsible for functions 

such as logical thinking and language expression, while the right hemisphere is mainly responsible for functions such as image thinking 

and spatial perception. Mind mapping simultaneously stimulates both hemispheres through elements such as images and colors, fully 

exploiting the potential of the brain and improving learning efficiency.

Constructivist learning theory: Emphasizing students’ initiative and constructiveness in the learning process. It is believed that stu-

dents do not passively accept knowledge but actively construct their own knowledge system through interaction with the environment. 

Mind mapping can help students build new knowledge structures through independent exploration and cooperative learning on the basis 

of existing knowledge.
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3 Application of Mind Mapping in Primary School English Teaching

3.1 Vocabulary Teaching

3.1.1 Helping students remember words

In primary school English vocabulary teaching, students often face difficulties in remembering words. Mind mapping can classify 

words in different ways such as by part of speech, theme, and pronunciation to form word networks and help students remember words 

systematically. For example, taking “animals” as the theme, words for various animals can be displayed in the form of mind mapping. 

Under the branch of “mammals” (mammals), words such as “dog”, “cat”, and “pig” can be listed. Under the branch of “birds” (birds), 

words such as “sparrow”, “eagle”, and “parrot” can be listed. In this way, students can remember words through associations and classi-

fications, improving memory efficiency.

3.1.2 Expanding students’ vocabulary

Mind mapping can not only help students remember learned words but also guide students to expand their vocabulary through as-

sociations and divergent thinking. For example, taking “happy” as the central word, students can be guided to think of words related to 

“happy” such as “smile”, “laugh”, and “joy”, thus enriching students’ vocabulary reserves.

3.2 Reading Comprehension Teaching

3.2.1 Assisting students in understanding article structures

In primary school English reading comprehension teaching, students often find it difficult to grasp the overall structure and context 

of an article. Mind mapping can help students predict the article before reading, sort out the main content and details during reading, 

and summarize and reflect after reading. For example, when reading an article about “my family”, students can first draw a simple mind 

mapping based on the title and predict the possible contents of the article, such as “family members”, “hobbies”, “jobs”, etc. During the 

reading process, students can continuously improve the mind mapping according to the article content and fill in the main information of 

the article into the corresponding branches. After reading, students can review the structure and content of the article through the mind 

mapping to deepen their understanding.

3.1.2 Improving students’ ability to apply reading strategies

Mind mapping can guide students to apply various reading strategies such as prediction, skimming, and intensive reading. For 

example, before reading, students can predict through mind mapping to stimulate reading interest. During reading, students can use 

skimming strategies to quickly browse the article to understand the general content, and then use intensive reading strategies to carefully 

analyze the details of the article and mark important information on the mind mapping. After reading, students can summarize and reflect 

through mind mapping to improve their ability to apply reading strategies.

3.3 Writing Teaching

3.3.1 Inspiring students’ writing inspiration

In primary school English writing teaching, students often feel at a loss and lack writing inspiration. Mind mapping can help stu-

dents open up their thinking and inspire writing inspiration. For example, taking “my weekend” as the writing theme, students can first 

conduct associations around the central word “weekend activities” and list possible weekend activities such as “go shopping”, “watch 

TV”, and “play football”. Then, they can choose one or several activities for detailed description. In this way, students can easily find the 

entry point for writing under the guidance of mind mapping and stimulate writing interest.

3.3.2 Improving students’ writing logic

Mind mapping can help students organize writing content and improve writing logic. During the writing process, students can 

reasonably arrange the paragraphs and levels of the article according to the branch structure of the mind mapping to make the article 

structure clear and well-organized. For example, when writing an article introducing their favorite animal, students can first list branches 

such as the animal’s appearance, habits, and reasons for liking it on the mind mapping and then write according to the content of these 

branches to make the article rich in content and logically tight.

3.4 Comprehensive Language Application Teaching

3.4.1 Promoting students’ oral expression ability

In primary school English teaching, the cultivation of oral expression ability is crucial. Mind mapping can help students organize 

language and improve the fluency and logic of oral expression. For example, when discussing a topic, students can first draw a mind 

mapping according to the topic, list their own viewpoints and reasons, and then conduct exchanges and sharing in groups or the whole 
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class. In this way, students can express their ideas more confidently with the help of mind mapping and improve their oral expression 

ability.

3.4.2 Cultivating students’ cooperative learning ability

Mind mapping can be used as a tool for cooperative learning to promote exchanges and cooperation among students. For example, 

in group activities, students can jointly draw mind mapping, divide labor and cooperate, and collect and organize relevant information 

and materials. In this way, students can learn to listen to others’ opinions and suggestions, jointly solve problems, and improve coopera-

tive learning ability.

4 Case Analysis of the Application of Mind Mapping in Primary School English Teaching

4.1 Vocabulary Teaching Case

In a primary school English vocabulary class, the teacher took “food” as the theme and guided students to draw mind mapping. The 

teacher first drew a central word “food” on the blackboard and then asked students to discuss in groups and fill in the food words they 

knew on the branches of mind mapping according to different classification methods. The students actively participated in the discussion 

and quickly listed branches such as “fruits”, “vegetables”, “meat”, and “drinks”, and filled in the corresponding food words under each 

branch. Then, the teacher asked students to remember words according to the mind mapping. Through associations and classifications, 

the students easily remembered many food words. Finally, the teacher also asked students to conduct expansion exercises according to 

the mind mapping, such as describing their favorite food in English, further consolidating students’ vocabulary mastery.

4.2 Reading Comprehension Teaching Case

In a reading comprehension class about “a trip to the zoo”, the teacher first asked students to read the title and illustrations of the 

article, predict the content of the article, and draw a simple mind mapping. Then, the students began to read the article and fill in the 

main information of the article on the mind mapping while reading, such as “animals at the zoo”, “what they do”, “my feelings”, etc. 

After reading, the teacher asked students to conduct group discussions according to the mind mapping and share their understanding and 

feelings about the article. Finally, the teacher summarized and evaluated the students’ discussions to help students further understand the 

content and structure of the article.

4.3 Writing Teaching Case

In a writing class with the theme of “my dream job”, the teacher first asked students to conduct brainstorming around the central 

word “dream job”, list their dream occupations and the reasons for choosing them. Then, the students drew mind mapping according to 

their own ideas and filled in the characteristics, required skills, and working environment of their dream occupations on different branch-

es. During the writing process, students can refer to the mind mapping and organize the content of the article in an orderly manner. Fi-

nally, the teacher selected several excellent compositions for display and comment, allowing students to learn from others’ advantages 

and improve their writing levels.

4.4 Comprehensive Language Application Teaching Case

In an English group activity, the teacher gave a theme “my favorite season” and asked students to draw mind mapping in groups 

and give oral reports. The students divided labor and cooperated. Some were responsible for collecting pictures and materials about the 

four seasons, some were responsible for drawing mind mapping, and some were responsible for preparing the content of oral reports. 

During the reporting process, each group could clearly introduce their favorite season and reasons according to the mind mapping, and at 

the same time, they could also use the learned English knowledge for description and expression. Through this activity, students not only 

improved their comprehensive language application ability but also cultivated cooperative learning ability and team spirit.

5 Problems in the Application of Mind Mapping in Primary School English Teaching

5.1 Insufficient understanding and application ability of teachers for mind mapping

Some primary school English teachers do not have a deep understanding of mind mapping and lack systematic training and practi-

cal experience. They cannot effectively use mind mapping in teaching. Some teachers simply use mind mapping as a decorative tool and 

do not truly play its role in teaching.

5.2 Limited acceptance and use ability of students for mind mapping

For primary school students, mind mapping is a relatively novel learning tool, and they may need some time to adapt and master it. Some students 
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lack systematicness and logic when drawing mind mapping and just list some contents randomly, unable to well reflect the advantages of mind 

mapping.

5.3 Limitations of teaching resources and time

In actual teaching, teachers may be restricted by teaching resources and time and cannot fully carry out mind mapping teaching. For 

example, there is a lack of suitable textbooks and teaching aids, or the teaching time is tight, and students cannot be given enough time 

for drawing and discussing mind mapping.

6 Improvement Strategies of Mind Mapping in Primary School English Teaching

6.1 Strengthen teacher training

Schools and educational departments should strengthen the training of primary school English teachers to improve teachers’ un-

derstanding and application ability of mind mapping. Through organizing special lectures, teaching observations, and case analyses, 

teachers can deeply understand the theoretical basis and application methods of mind mapping and continuously explore and innovate in 

teaching practice.

6.2 Cultivate students’ habit of using mind mapping

Teachers can gradually guide students to understand and use mind mapping in daily teaching and cultivate students’ thinking habits 

and learning methods. For example, in vocabulary teaching, reading comprehension, writing teaching, and other links, students are often 

asked to draw mind mapping to help students master the drawing skills and methods of mind mapping and improve students’ learning 

effects.

6.3 Optimize teaching resources and time arrangements

Teachers can actively search for and develop mind mapping resources suitable for primary school English teaching, such as text-

books, courseware, and practice questions. At the same time, teachers can also reasonably arrange teaching time and give students 

enough time for drawing and discussing mind mapping to ensure the smooth progress of mind mapping teaching.

7 Conclusion
As an effective learning tool, mind mapping has important application value in primary school English teaching. It can help stu-

dents improve vocabulary memory efficiency, enhance reading comprehension ability, inspire writing inspiration, and improve com-

prehensive language application ability. However, in practical applications, mind mapping also has some problems, such as insufficient 

understanding and application ability of teachers and students, and limitations of teaching resources and time. In order to give full play 

to the advantages of mind mapping, we need to strengthen teacher training, cultivate students’ usage habits, and optimize teaching re-

sources and time arrangements. It is believed that with the joint efforts of educators, mind mapping will play a greater role in primary 

school English teaching and make greater contributions to improving the quality of primary school English teaching.
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