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Abstract:Labor education in higher vocational institutions serves as a critical foundation for cultivating well-rounded technical and
skilled talents. This study examines the theoretical foundations, practical challenges, and innovative strategies for enhancing labor edu-
cation in China’s vocational education system. The research identifies that the organic integration of labor education with technical skill
training can significantly improve the quality of talent cultivation. Drawing on policy analysis and practical cases, this paper proposes
a systematic innovation framework comprising curriculum reconstruction, faculty development, platform establishment, and evaluation
mechanisms.The “five-education integration” model emerges as an effective approach for comprehensive talent development.
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1.Introduction

In the context of China’s new era and educational reforms, labor education in higher vocational institutions faces the important mis-
sion of cultivating students’ comprehensive professional competencies and holistic development. The integration of labor education with
technical skill training has become a crucial pathway for implementing the fundamental task of fostering virtue and cultivating talents, as
well as enhancing the quality of vocational education. However, in current educational practice, the implementation of labor education
still faces multiple challenges and limitations.Traditional labor education models often emphasize theoretical knowledge over practical
application, resulting in a disconnection between educational content and industry development needs.This disconnection significantly
reduces the effectiveness of talent cultivation. Furthermore, with the profound changes in vocational education ecology brought about
by the “Quality Improvement and Excellence Cultivation” initiative, the labor education model in higher vocational institutions urgently

requires innovation and upgrading.

2.Theoretical Foundation and Core Functions of Labor Education in Higher Vocational Institutions

2.1 Theoretical Framework of Labor Education

From an educational perspective, labor education aligns with the fundamental principles of holistic education, which emphasizes
the comprehensive and harmonious development of students’ moral, intellectual, physical, aesthetic, and labor capabilities. The organic
integration of labor education with vocational technical training facilitates the transformation from fragmented education to systematic
cultivation, thereby addressing the limitations of traditional approaches that separate education from practice. From a sociological stand-

point, labor education reflects the evolution from traditional skill training to modern quality-oriented education.
2.2 Value Expression of Labor Education
The implementation of labor education in higher vocational institutions generates significant value in multiple dimensions. In terms

of talent cultivation quality, this approach facilitates the deep integration of value guidance with behavioral norms, enabling the simulta-

neous development of students’ ideological consciousness and professional conduct'.

Table 1: Multiple Dimensions of Labor Education in Higher Vocational Institutions

Dimension Category Core Content Value Performance

Talent Cultivation Dimension Integration of labor spirit and professional skills Simultancous imp rovemem::p\;(;cﬂaig)nal literacy and operational

Institutional Development Dimension  Optimization of educational resources and curriculum systems ~ Enhanced educational quality and school-running characteristics

Social Service Dimension Cultivation of high-quality technical skilled talents Meeting industrial upgrading and economic development needs

Construction of practical platforms and school-enterprise coop-

Educational Innovation Dimension .
eration

Promoted educational reform and teaching transformation
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3.Practical Challenges and Realistic Dilemmas in Labor Education

3.1 Curriculum System and Faculty Challenges

A significant challenge in labor education lies in the fragmentation of curriculum systems. Many vocational institutions continue to
treat labor education as an independent component rather than integrating it throughout the educational process, resulting in disconnect-
ed educational efforts and limited effectiveness . This segmentation leads to the marginalization of labor education and the simplification

of educational approaches, ultimately hindering the deep integration of labor education with professional training.
3.2 Evaluation Mechanism and Resource Limitations

In the context of educational quality enhancement, labor education evaluation faces both opportunities and challenges in method-
ological innovation. While many vocational institutions have established basic evaluation systems, the assessment of labor education
often remains superficial, focusing on quantitative participation metrics rather than qualitative development of labor competencies and
values . Some institutions have merely transplanted traditional evaluation methods onto labor education without fundamentally address-

ing its unique characteristics and objectives.
3.3 Industry-Education Integration Challenges

The disconnect between industry and education represents a particularly pressing challenge in labor education implementation.
Most higher vocational institutions have developed various forms of industry cooperation over time, but the depth and quality of these
collaborations vary significantly. This fragmentation creates significant barriers to resource sharing and collaborative education, limiting

the institution’s ability to engage in comprehensive labor education and provide students with authentic workplace experiences.

4.Innovative Paths and Implementation Strategies for Labor Education

4.1 Curriculum System Reconstruction and Integration

The innovation of labor education must begin with curriculum reconstruction and integration. Establishing a comprehensive cur-
riculum system and integrated implementation mechanism is essential for breaking down disciplinary barriers and facilitating resource
integration. Jiangsu Province’s guidelines for vocational f¢ 4% labor education demonstrate the effectiveness of integrating daily life,
production, and service-oriented labor within a comprehensive educational framework . This approach creates a synergistic effect that
enhances both educational and practical outcomes. The “five-education integration” model represents an important innovation in curric-
ulum design. By deconstructing traditional curricular boundaries and establishing a new type of educational framework that integrates
moral, intellectual, physical, aesthetic, and labor education, this model provides an ideal platform for the deep integration of labor educa-
tion with professional training. As demonstrated by the “Skills Become Talent, Strengthen Our Country” series of educational activities,
which incorporate patriotism education, labor habit development, and technical skill cultivation, this approach creates a synergistic effect

that enhances both educational and developmental outcomes'™.

4.2 Faculty Team Building and Capacity Enhancement

The effectiveness of labor education ultimately depends on the quality and collaboration of the teaching faculty. Establishing a
multidisciplinary team that integrates professional teachers, counselors, industry experts, and technical masters is essential for creating
educational synergy. This requires breaking down traditional professional boundaries and establishing communication and collabora-
tion mechanisms that facilitate resource sharing and action coordination.Capacity enhancement should focus on developing compound
talents who possess both theoretical knowledge of labor education and practical skills in vocational training. The implementation of a
dual-teacher system that combines full-time and part-time faculty provides a valuable reference . This approach emphasizes the simulta-
neous improvement of professional literacy, practical ability, and innovative spirit, enabling team members to effectively integrate labor
education with professional training. Furthermore, implementing mentorship programs, such as establishing master studios and skill

master workshops, facilitates knowledge transfer and team growth .
4.3 Practical Platform Creation and Resource Integration

Practical platform creation and resource integration play a vital role in promoting labor education implementation. Comprehensive
practical platforms can create an enabling environment for the integration of educational and practical functions, facilitating the internal-
ization of labor values and norms. The base construction initiatives mentioned in Jiangsu’s guidelines, including the integration of practi-

cal resources from all parties and the establishment of various labor education practice bases, demonstrate how practical elements can be
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leveraged to promote the deep integration of labor education with professional training.The creation of a practical education system re-
quires the joint efforts of multiple stakeholders. This includes cultivating a student-centered service culture that emphasizes care, respect,
and support; establishing a management culture that combines standardization with humanization; and developing an educational culture
that integrates labor spirit with technical skills. For example, the organization of labor skills and % & J& 7~ activities provides students
with an integrated environment for learning, communication, and development . Additionally, strengthening the school-enterprise-social
collaboration mechanism and promoting the formation of a joint educational force further enhances the effectiveness of labor educa-

tion™,
4.4 Evaluation Mechanism Innovation and System Improvement

Evaluation mechanism innovation is crucial for ensuring the quality and effectiveness of labor education implementation. A com-
prehensive evaluation framework should incorporate both process and outcome assessment, focusing not only on quantitative partic-
ipation but also on qualitative development of labor competencies and values. Establishing a labor education evaluation information
management system can optimize the collection, storage, analysis, and reporting of evaluation data.The improvement of monitoring
mechanisms represents another critical strategy for quality assurance. Incorporating big data, cloud platforms, the Internet of Things, and
artificial intelligence enables all-process, all-around, and all-element monitoring and evaluation of student labor quality and institutional
labor education implementation.Dynamic generation of labor education monitoring assessment reports supports continuous improvement

and informed decision-making!.

5.Conclusion

Labor education in higher vocational institutions represents a systematic project that requires comprehensive consideration of
theoretical foundations, practical challenges, and innovative pathways. This study has highlighted the importance of curriculum recon-
struction, faculty development, platform establishment, and evaluation mechanisms in promoting the deep integration of labor education
with professional training. The findings underscore that effective integration can significantly enhance the quality of talent cultivation
in vocational education.The innovation of labor education models should be grounded in the principles of holistic education and student
development. The industry-education integration approach, with its combination of educational and practical functions, provides an ef-
fective platform for synergistic development. Meanwhile, the comprehensive evaluation system offers a powerful tool for breaking down

quality assessment barriers and enabling progressive improvement.
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